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Dr. Satterfield graduated from Leon High School,Tallahassee, Florida in 1960. He 
attended University of Florida from 1960-1962 and graduated from Florida State 
University in 1965 with a Bachelor of Science in biology and chemistry. Entered the 
Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine(AU CVM), was an officer and 
founding member of the Spring Roundup Committee for the veterinary fraternity, 
Alpha Psi; was a member and president of Omicron Delta Kappa, a national 
leadership and honor society; he was selected as one of the Top 10 Senior Auburn 
Leaders, and inducted into that year's edition of Who's Who in American Colleges, 
he was awarded the American Veterinary Medical Association Auxiliary award for 
Outstanding Achievement. He graduated 1969 from the AU CVM as a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine after serving an internship with the Busch Gardens exotic 
animal park and Forest Hill Animal Hospital. Dr. Satterfield volunteered for the US 
Army Early Commission program in 1968 (Vietnam War Draft ) and was 
commissioned as a 1st Lieutenant in the Veterinary Corps. After graduation from 
Auburn he was promoted to the rank of Captain and placed on active duty to 
provide support for the Army’s Air Defense Sites around Pittsburg, PA, as the Officer 
in Charge of the Veterinary Field Station there. He served a total of 7 years in the 
Army Veterinary Corps. While living near Pittsburg he was a veterinary consultant 
for the Pittsburg Zoo Society. Following his active military duty in 1972, he was 
recruited to join the Boston Zoological Society as a full time zoo veterinarian for the 
3 Boston zoo facilities. He served the Boston Zoological Society as the Director of 
Biomedicine for 10 years, and as a consultant for the New England Aquarium, the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. He was elected to the Board and served as the 
President of the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians during this period. He 
also conducted population studies on the endangered peregrine falcon in Greenland 
and Padre Island, TX.  
 In 1983 Dr. Satterfield was recruited to join the faculty of the University of Texas' 
MD Anderson Cancer Center's Department of Veterinary Science to collaborate with 
National Institute of Health's investigators to perform basic science research on the 
causes and potential treatments for serious human viral diseases, such as AIDS and 
viral hepatitis, using non-human animal models . As a Cancer Center faculty member 
he also collaborated with  physician scientists to develop treatments to assist with 
cancer therapy and to develop FDA compliant studies with the support of the 
biopharmaceutical industry.  



 During his 29 year tenure with the Cancer Center he was a principle investigator or 
co-principle investigator for over 25 major projects(>$35M). 
 Dr. Satterfield is an author on over 65 scientific papers and 15 scientific abstracts 
with his  collaborators, in addition to 13 book chapters in veterinary and medical 
textbooks. He retired in 2012 as a Professor of Comparative Medicine. During his 
career he served on over 37 institutional and departmental committees at the 
Cancer Center and as the ad-interim Director of the Michale E. Keeling Center for 
Comparative Medicine and Research as well as the Chief of Clinical Medicine, Chief 
of the Section for Chimpanzee Research and Biomedical Resources, Controlled Drug 
Officer, and the Chief of Large Animal Surgery and Research for the Center. 
 Dr. Satterfield raised 3 boys on his ranch where he served his community of Elgin, 
Texas as a trustee of the First Methodist Church, a charter member of the EISD 
Education Foundation, co-chair of the Elgin School District's Strategic Planning 
Committees for 2 school improvement bond elections, as well as the Co-chair of the 
Bastrop County Friends of Higher Education Committee to successfully acquire 
funds for a $65M new 2 year Austin Community College campus in Elgin, Texas, and 
he was a member of the 2024 school bond committee. 
 Dr Satterfield maintains his licensure in Texas and Florida and is currently a 
rancher in Elgin, Texas raising coastal Bermuda grass hay and Mashona cattle as 
genetic seed stock for ranchers. 
Bill also serves as a board member of a taxpayers association in another state where 
he has family property.  
 


